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SUBJECT: MALIAN TOURAREGS 

REF: NIAMEY 431 

1. DURING VISIT OF STAFFDEL DE HAAN TO NIAMEY, STAFFDEL 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN VISITING LAZARET REFUGEE CAMP NEAR 
NIAMEY. QUESTION WAS PUT TO MFA WHICH DEFLECTED REQUEST 
AND MATTER WAS NOT PRESSED BECAUSE OF GENERAL BAN ON VISITS 
TO LAZARET AND GON SENSITIVITIES OVER THIS MATTER. 

2. AT MEETING FEB 1 1 WITH FORMER MINISTER OF RURAL 
ECONOMY, CAPT ALI SAIBOU, ON OTHER MATTERS, HE SAID 
PRESENT CAMP POPULATION TOTALS ABOUT 6,000 MALIAN TOUAREGS 
BUT THAT IN LAST WEEK OR SO TRICKLE OF NEW ARRIVALS HAD 
INCREASED TO ABOUT 120 PER DAY. SAIBOU SAID HE HAD NO 
EXPLANATION FOR THIS INCREASE BUT IT WAS A DISTURBING TREND.HECK 
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